348                  THE HUMOURS
science Is still a thing which we have to teach the natives of India.
I remember an amusing but somewhat instructive incident illustrative of the simplicity and superstition of the jungle peoples. The Government had ordered certain selected fields of defined area to be sown with certain crops, so that the outturn might be carefully ascertained. An officer responsible for these crop experiments was going round inspecting. He came to a field which had been, selected. The crop was all on the ground, and a number of Gond reapers had been gathered together to cut the crop as soon as he gave the order,
A certain practical joker, who had much local influence, was present. Out of thoughtless mischief he said to the Gond women who had been collected to cut the crop when measured, " This man" (referring to the inspecting officer) " is a magician ; you will see that he will first of all take a chain in his hand, and he will himself stride all round the field dragging the chain after him, and when he has completed this he will turn round suddenly and cry, * Abhi kato ! 3* If he does so, do not cut; for, if you do, there will be no children in your houses." The inspecting officer acted exactly as was anticipated; and as soon as the two fatal words were uttered, the reapers fled into the jungle; and the experiment was held in abeyance. This ill-timed jest indicates the danger that may be caused by foolish and mischievous statements made to ignorant and credulous villagers, a danger which can hardly be overestimated.
In this connection there occurs to my mind a strange petition which was solemnly presented to me by a large number of the inhabitants of the Bhandara District during a, great cholera epidemic. The cruel amusement of cock-fighting was illegal. This petition informed me that the great goddess, under whose orders cholera was sent, demanded blood. If but a little blood could fall to the earth, the cholera would abate : therefore they besought me to suspend temporarily the operation of the law.
* *< Now cut!"